
All commodities listed are produced in Montezuma County and other parts of Southwest 
Colorado. Prices reflect national markets. Cattle prices from DTN Markets. Petroleum prices 

from CNN Financial Markets web site. 

WWW.CORTEZCOFFEEBREAK.COM 

Cortez Area Commodity Prices 
   Feeder Cattle:   $141.600/hundred             Pinto Beans:     $ 28/hundredweight 
    Live Cattle:        $106.325/hundred                Wheat:                      $ 6/hundredweight 
    Oil:       $39.55/barrel                        Grass Hay, Per Ton $160-320/T, DOQ 
   Natural Gas:    $1.84/million BTUs              Alfalfa, Per Ton:   $140-180/T, DOQ    

 
DOQ = Depending on Quality; Arrows indicate trend from last week. Hay prices from Danny Decker, Bean and 

Wheat prices from Midland Bean. Crop Prices are Local Quotes, to the Grower. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Oct 9 & 10, at Montezuma County 
Fairgrounds 

 
$5/person, $3/Seniors over 65 

Free for children under 12 when accompanied by an adult 
 

Kiddie Train, Antique Fire Engine Rides, new products and ideas for 
home remodeling, home decorating or building a new home, Classic Car 
Show, Live Demonstrations, Silent Auction, Giveaways and Drawings. 

 
Marketing Boost by Cortez Retail Enhancement Association 

 
Four States Ag Expo is ON for September  

 
24, 25, & 26. Come Join Us! 

 
All your favorite events and exhibitors, fun for the entire 
family! Education and enlightenment! 
A full state of vendors and classes to meet all your ag 
needs. Plenty of events and activities to give you what you 
need for success in your operation! 

 

4-H & FFA Livestock Judging 
Beef Show 

Fitting & Showman Class 
AG-ceptional kids rodeo 

Lots more events to return in 2021! 

 

   FREE! Take a . . .  
Cortez Coffee Break 

Volume 6, Issue 33 Drive 
carefully  

September 23, 2020 
970-739-0077 Jim@CortezCoffeeBreak.com 

Published by Jim Reser, in and for Montezuma County, Cortez, Dolores, and Mancos, Colorado 
Water Data (as of 09-22-2020) Gas Prices (as of 09-22-2020) 

McPhee Reservoir (Arrows indicate trend) 
  Active Capacity (AF)      33,978 
  Elevation (FT)             6,869.31 
  Dolores River Flow     147 cfs 

Lowest: $2.249 to $2.259 at most stations in 
Cortez. $2.269 in Towaoc. $2.299 in Dolores; $2.049 

- $2.159 most stations in Durango. Info from 
ColoradoGasPrices.com (Trend ). Some higher-
priced options have eliminated ethanol additives for better 
mileage. Colorado State Average $2.257/gal. Average price 
last year in Cortez was $2.699. Lowest in CO: $1.739 in 
Commerce City; Highest in CO: $3.499 in Snowmass Village. 

Area Events 
 

The League Of Women 
Voters Of Montezuma 

County 
presents an 

On-line County Commission Candidate 
Forum, Sep 23, 7 pm. 

To join click on: 
https://tinyurl.com/MoCoElectionForum 

District 3 candidates Rebecca Samulski 
and Joel Stevenson have been invited. 

Local Entertainment 
Farmers Markets 

 

Cortez, Saturday 7:30 to 11am at County 
Courthouse parking lot. 

 

Dolores, Wednesday, 4-6 pm, Flanders Park. 
 

Mancos, Thursday, 4-7 pm, Grand Avenue. 

 

Residential & Commercial 
 

Fire & Water Damage 
Carpet, Upholstery, Windows, 

Flooring, Commercial & 
Residential Duct Cleaning 

Call Dede for Details 
 

(970) 565-9279 

Pre-Owned 
Cars & Trucks 

John Hager 
 

Call for an appointment to BUY! 
970-739-1524 OR 970-564-4636 
401 West Main St., Cortez 

NEWEST 
LOCATION! 

 
www.facebook.com/PreOwnedCarsTrucks 

#293

 

 



 Cortez Auto 
Repair 

Ford, Chevrolet, Dodge 
Foreign & Domestic 

Gas & Diesel 
690 S. Broadway, Cortez CO 

 
  970-565-7773  

 

 
Carol Click, Owner/Broker 
ABR, CRB, CRS, GRI 
1640 E Main, Cortez 
970◦565◦2000
 

The finest compliment I can receive is a referral 
from my friends and past clients. 

 

Library On The Go 
Sundays, 3:30 – 4:00 pm 

Tune your radio to FM 90.5 and  
FM 91.5 – www.KSJD.org 

Hosted by Ms. Laura 
Reading old and new story favorites! 

*** 

Colorado SBDC for 
Southwest Colorado  
is conducting a survey to find 
out what you need to see in a 
workshop, seminar or class in 
E-Commerce. Let them know 
what you want to learn and 

when is a good time for you to 
receive the training.  

https://tinyurl.com/
ecomsurvey1 

Libraries in Montezuma County 
All our libraries have downloadable 
materials ranging from books and 
magazines to movies and music. 
Take advantage of your Internet 

connection to take a virtual trip to 
the library and check out the cool 
things available to you there – for 

FREE! 

Four 
Corners 

Fanfare! 
https://tinyurl.com/FanfareMag 

(case sensitive) 
Fanfare is a new online magazine 

created and presented by 
Tiger By the Tail 

Check us out and subscribe today! 
 

Dolores Library 
Hours 

 
Now open 10 am to 6 pm, Monday 

through Friday 
 

Friends of the Library 
Friends’ Aluminum Recycling Program 
Bring your cans to the bin at the back 
of the Library parking lot. All proceeds 

benefit Library programs. 
 

Erin Johnson, Attorney at Law 
303-588-2695 or erin@fone.net 
Helping you turn your advance 

worrying into advance planning. Estate 
planning. 

*** 

 
Monday Night Bar Trivia Blondie’s 
Trophy Room 7 pm, $1 beer night. 

*** 

Cortez Public Library 
Open by appointment. Call 970-
565-8117 to schedule your 45 

minutes. Masks are REQUIRED! 
*** 

2020 City of Cortez Clean Up Week, 
Sep 14-18. Curbside Pickup Only – NO 
Drop Off this year. Items left at the curb 
will be picked up on your usual Trash 

Day. No Alleys. See 
www.cityofcortez.com for details. 

*** 

Virtual 2020 Summer 
Reading Program 

Reward Bags are ready for pickup. Call 
the Library to schedule your pickup 

time.  
970-565-8117 

Big Prize Drawing was on Sep 14th! 
Call to see if you  won! 

 

Check out Cortez Library Facebook 
Page for virtual Story Time  

and Craft videos! 

Dave Awdish Announces 

AutoMasters MOVED! 
237 N. Broadway, Cortez, Colorado 

970-565-3100  

Dolores Harvest 
Festival & Car 

Show 
 

Sat, Oct 3rd 

 

Car show: 10 am – 2 
pm. 

Trophies for Best Car, 
Best Rat Rod, Best 

Truck, Best Paint Job, 
and  

Best-In-Show! 

Mesa Verde 
Realty 

Cortez Area Chamber 
of Commerce 

www.cortezchamber.com 

By Appointment Only 
970-565-3361 

http://www.ksjd.org/
https://tinyurl.com/FanfareMag
mailto:erin@fone.net
http://www.cityofcortez.com/


 
 

$ 

  Coffee Break Horoscope 
SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov 23 – Dec 21) 
Take time out for your health. You need to be in 
shape for what is to come. Whatever that is. 
Lucky numbers: 04-13-17-20-24-29 

GEMINI 
(May 22 – Jun 21) 
Say goodbye to someone who is starting a journey. By 
the time they return, you will be different. 
Lucky numbers: 02-03-15-17-21-35 

CAPRICORN 
(Dec 22 – Jan 20)  
It is finally time to change the calendar page. 
We’ve all had enough of April for one year. 
Lucky numbers: 02-05-12-21-27-28 

CANCER 
(Jun 22 – Jul 23) 
Plan for what you are going to do with the next 
lockdown. Make it a useful time. Counseling? 
Lucky numbers: 03-10-15-29-34-35 

AQUARIUS 
(Jan 21 – Feb 19) 
Smell an orchid this week. Be enchanted by its 
delicate scent. Beware of bees. 
Lucky numbers: 11-15-21-24-31-40 

LEO 
(Jul 24 – Aug 23) 
Try a new flavor of sausage. Just don’t ask how it is 
made. Better to call Congress. 
Lucky numbers: 03-06-08-16-24-36 

PISCES 
(Feb 20 – Mar 20) 
Get your flu shot this month. It is something you 
need to be prepared for this season. 
Lucky numbers: 03-04-07-10-18-24 

VIRGO 
(Aug 24 – Sep 23)  
Make sure you are registered to vote and read your 
Blue Book about the issues. Prepare! 
Lucky numbers: 05-07-16-18-27-33 

ARIES 
(Mar 21 – Apr 20) 
Autumn starts this week. Why don’t you also start 
in some way. Start being a better person.  
Lucky numbers: 03-15-16-18-24-30 

LIBRA 
(Sep 24 – Oct 23) 
Company is coming to your house. Dust with Pride! Or 
Pledge. Or Endust. Clean up! 
Lucky numbers: 07-18-20-25-36-39 

TAURUS 
(Apr 21 – May 21) 
Orange is your color. Decorate your workspace 
with it. Incorporate it in your life. 
Lucky numbers: 03-08-10-11-35-36 

SCORPIO 
(Oct 24 – Nov 22) 
Teach a young person something new. Don’t limit 
yourself to ancient history. 
Lucky numbers: 01-08-15-19-24-39 

WEST SLOPE LIQUOR 
Unit 1, Cortez CO. 970-565-7364. 

*** 
Some businesses are still closed 

during the Safer-At-Home period. 
Consider Gift Certificates. It helps with 

the business cash flow! 
 

Traditional Charm Antique Mall 
We are celebrating 25 years in business this year! 

Come Check us out! 
315 Central Avenue, Dolores, CO 

*** 
Yellow Car Country Wines 

For all of 2020, a tasting  

Flight of Five is $1  
1345 S. Broadway, Cortez.  

970-560-5752  
Call ahead for appointment! 

Cortez Public Library Storytime 
Favorite Author/Illustrator K.G. Campbell – Thu, Mar 5 

Castles, Dragons, Kinds & Queens – Thu, Mar 12 
We offer songs, stories, crafts and silliness! 

*** 

Authentica Massage & Facials 
Reduce Pain & Rejuvenate Skin 

Julie Huldin LMT since 2001 
Dolores, CO, 970-946-3932 

 
*** 
 

REAL...LOCAL...RADIO 

www.krtzradio.com 

LOCAL OBITUARIES 
Cantsee, Elijah Tre' "Eli," Towaoc. Services were Mon, Sep 21, 2020. 
Bowers, Michael Bruce "Mike," Cortez. No services scheduled. 
Rule, Clydie Dene "Clyde," Dolores. Services Fri, Sep 25, 2020. 
Details at http://ertelfuneralhome.com.  
September is Little League Month, National Blueberry Popsicle Month, National 
Courtesy Month (Thank you very much), National Mushroom Month, and National 
Piano Month. Sep 23 is Checkers’ Day (aka dogs in Politics Day). Sep 24 is National 
Cherries Jubilee Day. Sep 25 is National Comic Book Day and Native American Day. 
Sep 26 is International Rabbit Day, Johnny Appleseed Day, and National Hunting and 
Fishing Day. Sep 27 is Crush a Can Day. Sep 28 is Ask a Stupid Question Day, 
National Good Neighbor Day, and National Public Lands Day. Sep 29 is Confucius 
Day.  

Sudoku 

  

 

Mon – Fri, 9 am – 3 pm 
432 N. Broadway, Cortez – 565-4310 

PC411  @ 17 N. Maple St., Cortez 
970-335-8007 Open 9am-5: 30 pm M-F (Sat by Appt.) 

We repair cell phones, tablets and 
computers, and handle all your IT and 

networking needs. 
*** 

This Ad Space is Available! 
$26/month for Four Lines 

970-739-0077 

Four Corners 
Financial, LLC 

 

1021 N. Mildred Road, Suite C, Cortez 
2019-2020 Tax Season. 970-565-

2066. Still looking for Navajo-speaking 
tax preparer. 

*** 
Buffington Law, LLC 

Drew P. Buffington, Esq. 
(970) 565-7640 - Cortez, CO 

Don’t go through your divorce alone.  
Give Drew a call. 

Trend Setters 

16 Haircuts 

Specializing in Haircuts, Specialty Colors, & 
Permanents 

Open Mon – Sat, 9 am 

1740 E. Main, Cortez 565-7940 

Cortez Penske 
Truck Rental 

 

24114 Road G, 
Cortez 

970-565-4222 
Military, Veteran, 

AAA Discounts 
 

 

Curb service at the 
library for now. 



CAR WORDS 
B H D Z M N I A W U H Y V H B 
H F S P M J G N N W U P I V M 
K C O L F K O G G A S D M C I 
C O N G R E G A T I O N G O H 
F N P U E A N E S O A R C N L 
O F J U B G A T H E R I N G Z 
L A I N O M E R E C T M L R C 
L B A G G R E G A T E F Q E A 
O O D M H H G F U L A O H S W 
W A W O T X P N D M P W W S G 
I R O O A Q E B I R T A N T V 
N D R E H L O L E T R A C A E 
G B C B O D Y J N M E I L K B 
O I C N S N A L C F U E S T P 
Q G E O T I W O E W D F M I H 

AGGREGATE 
AUDIENCE 
BOARD 
BODY 
BROTHERHOOD 
BUNCH 
CARTEL 
CEREMONIAL 
CLAN 
CONFAB 
CONGREGATION 
CONGRESS 
CROWD 
FAMILY 
FLOCK  

FOLLOWING 
GANG 
GATHERING 
GROUP 
HERD 
HOST 
MEETING 
PACK 
SET 
SHOAL 
SISTERHOOD 
SWARM 
TEAM 
TRIBE 
 

 

500 N. Dolores Road 
(Highway 145) 

Cortez, Colorado 
970-565-9192 

Scott A. Pierce 
 

 

gst LIQUORS 
102 S 11th St., Dolores 
gstliquorsdolores.com 

970-882-2229 in Dolores
 

*** 

FOUR CORNERS 
HEARING CENTERS  

1740 E. Main #8, Cortez  
970-564-9088 

FREE HEARING TEST 

 

 

News From High Valley 
 

High Valley is a completely fictional town. Any resemblance to 
anything real is purely in your own head. 

 

Checkup 
Zeke Ebbins parked across from the High Valley Stallion Gas 

Station and Convenience Store and walked straight back to the East 
Side Patio, poured himself a big mug of coffee, doctored it with amaretto creamer and 
two yellow sugars, and plopped down in the end chair, failing to even notice, much less 
acknowledge any of the other people seated around the table. He just sat there and 
shook his head while he waited for his coffee to cool to a sippable temperature. He 
wasn’t sure “sippable” was even a word, but that’s what he waited for.  

“Zeke, we haven’t seen you at the table here for years! Where have you been 
keeping yourself?” asked Barb, who was the very definition of a regular at the East Side 
Patio nearly every morning for coffee. “Well, Barb, I’ve been thinking a lot lately and just 
needed a different outlook so I thought I’d come down here to The Patio to see if this is 
where I needed to be.” Zeke hung his head and it bobbed side to side some more. He 
took that moment to blow some air on his coffee trying to get it to cool down faster.  

Ann saw her moment and said, “That sounds like you’ve got something on your 
mind, Zeke. What’s going on?”  

“I don’t really know if anything is going on. I’ve just been thinking about stuff and 
needed a change of scenery. Not that the scenery at my house is bad or anything. Just 
needed something different. It all started when I went to the doctor last week. I just went 
for the regular checkup and things went pretty well, for an old guy. I take some 
medications for a couple of conditions, like most of us. Everything is doing fine and I’m 
healthier than a lot of people in this town. But he told me it was time for me to get a 
colonoscopy.” 

“Well, that goes for everyone at about age 60 and you are a little past that,” said 
Ann. “So that can’t be the cause of you rethinking everything in your life. What else is 
going on?” Zeke looked at her and said “He also told me to update my vaccines so he 
got his nurse in there to give me a shingles shot, a flu shot, and a tetanus shot – so one 
in each arm and on in the hip. I walked funny for two days. Then he told me to go over 
to the ophthalmologist’s office for a thorough exam there since it had been about five 
years since my last one. It took two hours to dilate my eyes and get about twenty pictures 
of the inside of my eyes and do the eye chart thing to figure out my new glasses 
prescription. That doc told me I have the very early beginnings of wet macular 
degeneration, which I don’t know what that is but, and he said the treatment for that is 
a series of shots in my eyeballs. But I wouldn’t feel anything because they would numb 
my eyes.” 

“Then I went to the dentist and he said I would need about six appointments to take 
care of some crowns and fillings. I guess twenty years is too long to avoid going to the 
dentist.” 

Carl was listening with rapt attention and sensed a pause. “Zeke, with getting a 
colonoscopy and vaccines and shots in your eye and all that dental work, are you 
nervous about any of that?” 

“Nope, it’s all modern now.” said Zeke. “This is 2020! What could possibly go 
wrong?” 

© Jim Reser, 2020 
 
 

 
 

72 
High 

Valley 
 

*Sponsored by: The Yoyos Book Club, Cortez. 
*Not the whole page. Just this little box. Members of the club are always 

careful about their health and get regular checkups, which they recommend to 
everyone. But they try to space them out better than Zeke did. 
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